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70-year-old Brentsville
urthouse needs work
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transformed into a school and re-
mained a schoolhouse until 1913.
In the late 1930s, the building be-
came a community center and for most
of 1941, it was used as a mattress fac-
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Historic Recreation Area.
The Prince William County Park Au-
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quarters until the mid-1980s.

*“The whole administrative center
was out there," she said. “It was really
crowded.”

The first Prince Willlam County
courthouse was built in 1731 on the
south side of the Occoquan River. The
structure is no longer standing, but it
was probably built of brick. The court-
house was then moved from the Occo-
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uan to Cedar Run on what is now the
tico Marine Corps base in 1743.

In 1762, the courthouse moved from

Cedar Run to Dumfries, which was
then a bustling port.

The Dumfries population declined in
the early 1800s due to the silting of
Quanuco Creek. The courthouse was
then moved to Brentsville.

The county seat was moved for the
last time in 1893 to Manassas. The old
courthouse on Lee Avenue has now
been restored and houses several
county government services.




